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PREAMBLE: Teachers can increase their own understandings of Indigenous ways of knowing and being and history in relation to social studies curricular outcomes
through the following recommended courses:
« Indigenous Administration Courses: Continuing Education: Northern Lakes College
+  University of Alberta: Indigenous Canada
ORGANIZING IDEA
Time and Place: Exploring the dynamic relationships between people, place, and time supports understanding of perspectives and events to make
meaning of the world.
GUIDING QUESTION
How can history provide insight into modern democracies?
LEARNING OUTCOME
Students relate the foundational principles of democracy to government systems throughout time and place.
Democracy originated in ancient Athens in response to Democracy Investigate the origin of Compare a parallel
authoritarian rule. and democratic democracy in ancient government in relation
Democracies have fundamental principles, including p.rln.aples were sihions, to s.elf-government by
. significantly . S Indigenous peoples.
« equality under law Identify the similarities
- shaped by events .
+ justice in Enaland and differences
« freedom ! 9 ’ between Athenian
+  representation Athenian democracy and the
Direct democracy, where all male citizens were required to demf)cracy oty sl
. . . . . . provided a .
participate in government, originated in ancient Athens in ) [continued...]
o foundation for
response to authoritarian rule. o -
citizenship and
The structure of government may be influenced by participation in
geographical features, for example, geographical size or type of contemporary
terrain. society.
[continued...] [continued...]
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https://www.northernlakescollege.ca/programs-courses/continuing-education/program/284#_
https://www.ualberta.ca/en/admissions-programs/online-courses/indigenous-canada/index.html

Grade

Knowledge

o

Understanding

Skills & Procedures Other Suggestions

o"AY° Nehiyaw
Ways of Knowing

[continued...] [continued...]

Athens had three social classes with different rights and
responsibilities:

. citizens provided a
+  metics foundation for
« slaves representation

Citizens and non-citizens in ancient Athens and the Roman A

Republic were defined by social class. society.

Features of direct democracy from ancient Athens included I

« alottery

« the Draconian constitution

«  majority rule through voting

« debate of proposed laws

«  secret ballots

«  separate government bodies (Boule, Ecclesia, and
Dikasteria)

« equal political rights for male citizens, such as freedom of

speech and political participation

Representative democracy, in which elected citizens make
decisions for society, was used in the provincia of the Roman
Republic.

Male patricians and plebians could vote for a representative
(magistrate) to the senate and assemblies.

The Roman Republic was composed of three branches of

government based on the Constitution:

- executive: two consuls

« legislative: senate and assemblies (comitia centuriata,
comitia tributa, comitia curiata, concilium plebis)

« judicial: judges

Athenian direct democracy and Roman representative
democracy were limited by lack of efficiency and
representation.

[continued...]

Democracy in the
Roman Republic

in contemporary

Examine First Nations
pre-contact political
structures.

[continued...]

Compare direct
and representative
democracy. Examine First Nations law
- Pastahowin - Natural

[continued...]
Law.

Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) are identified in these charts in bold. Educational authorities from different regions of Alberta may identify different ELOs,
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C, Curriculum by Grade | Alberta Professional Learning Consortium 2



Grade

6
0 Knowledge Understanding | Skills & Procedures | —upLo Nehiyaw Other Suggestions
&l. Ways of Knowing
[continued...] [continued...] [continued...] Examine together:
The Magna Carta (1215) limited absolute authority of the The Discuss ways legislation ’ glletlstie:flements
monarchy in medieval England (absolute monarchism). Haudenosaunee and agreements have o’n:s ftution
Confederac advanced principles of *  Métis Settlements Act
The Magna Carta provided a foundation for legal protection L y . @ . .
Lo . decision-making democracy. . X United Nations
and individual rights, and the Habeas Corpus Act (1679) . .
. L . structure includes . : Declaration on the
established individual legal rights. ) Explain roles of Chiefs X i
democratic and Clan Mothers in Rights of Indigenous
The Magna Carta provided a foundation for accountability principles. decision making in Peoples
by requiring the monarch to consult with a council to make o Haudenosa?mee « Section 35 of the
decisions, and the Bill of Rights (1689) granted parliament with Confederac Constitution Act of
authority to make decisions. 4 1982
The Bill of Rights (1689) formalized civil and parliamentary
rights such as free elections, meetings of parliament, and free
speech in parliament.
The legacy of the Bill of Rights includes formalized legal rights toolf(adt Oth?r F"s; Nation
and free debate in parliament. fm e' eraa-es an .
historical alliances; Tribal
First Nations of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy use a Councils nations joining in
government system in which multiple Nations continue to a Tribal Council.
come together to make decisions through consensus.
9 9 @ Assembly of First
The Grand Council is the meeting of the Haudenosaunee Nations: Plain Talk 7:
Confederacy where Chiefs represent the voices of each Nation First Nations Historical
in decision making. Timelines and Maps: 7.1
Clan Mothers influence decision making through their role in :I'|mel|nes: .I:h's \{vebs;te'
the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. mclfxdes a timeline of First
Nations Self-Governance.
The Great Law of Peace is a binding agreement that guides the It begins with pre-
Haudenosaunee Confederacy in establishing roles, decision- contact organization and
making procedures, and collective rights. traditional governance.
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https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2019/01/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://education.afn.ca/afntoolkit/web-modules/plain-talk-7-first-nations-historical-timelines-and-maps/timelines/
https://education.afn.ca/afntoolkit/web-modules/plain-talk-7-first-nations-historical-timelines-and-maps/timelines/
https://education.afn.ca/afntoolkit/web-modules/plain-talk-7-first-nations-historical-timelines-and-maps/timelines/
https://education.afn.ca/afntoolkit/web-modules/plain-talk-7-first-nations-historical-timelines-and-maps/timelines/
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ORGANIZING IDEA

Systems: Evaluating processes and structures of organizations builds understanding of decision making in the world.

GUIDING QUESTION

How are the principles of democracy part of governments in Canada?

LEARNING OUTCOME
Students analyze democracy in Canada.

Government systems provide structure for societies through Provincial Relate the British
leadership, decision-making processes, and application of laws. and federal parliamentary system
: : S overnments and earlier systems
Democracy is a government system in which citizens have a 9 ) y
. .. . reflect democratic  of government to

voice in decision making. . )

ideals and democracy in Canada.
Democracy in Canada is based on the structure of the British principles.

Describe evidence

of the principles of
democracy in Canada
today.

parliamentary system and reflects principles of democracy
evident in earlier systems of government.

In Canada, the British monarch is represented by the Governor
General in federal government and lieutenant-governors in

. Describe the process
provincial governments. P

by which provincial,
territorial, and federal
governments in Canada
are elected.

Citizens elect municipal, provincial, territorial, and federal
governments in Canada.

The prime minister is the head of the federal government and is
the leader of the political party with the most elected Members
of Parliament or MPs.

Justify the role of an
Official Opposition.

A premier is the head of a provincial or territorial government Describe
and is the leader of the political party with the most elected responsibilities of MPs
Members of the Legislative Assembly or MLAs. and MLAs.

Provincial and federal governments are held accountable by an
Official Opposition.

[continued...]

MPs and MLAs serve citizens by making decisions and passing
legislation related to issues and services.

[continued...]

Examine Numbered Treaty
political structures.

1)

Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) are identified in these charts in bold. Educational authorities from different regions of Alberta may identify different ELOs,
based on their context. All outcomes in Alberta Education’s Program of Studies must be taught, but what is deemed essential may look different.
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[continued...]
In Canada, the Constitution Act divides decision-making
authority between provincial governments and the federal
government.
The judicial system in Canada interprets and upholds the law
independently of elected governments.
Democratic practices in Canada are connected to earlier
systems of government, for example,
« free and fair elections
+ anindependent judiciary
+  checks and balances
+ government transparency
« legislation to protect rights and freedoms
ORGANIZING IDEA
Citizenship: Understanding local, national, and global issues empowers individual and collective action toward an inclusive society.
GUIDING QUESTION
In what ways can laws protect people in a democratic society?
LEARNING OUTCOME
Students examine the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
he Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1982) was The Canadian Justify which
entrenched in the Constitution to reflect the values and Charter of Rights fundamental freedoms,
principles of democracy in Canadian society and to recognize and Freedoms individual rights,
the diverse heritage of Canada. entrenches the and collective rights
Fundamental freedoms identified in the Canadian Charter of fuhd?mental outlmgd in the
. . principles of Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms are guaranteed to everyone in Canada .
- democracy. Rights and Freedoms
whether they are citizens or not.
hold the most
Individual rights in Canada apply to all individuals, for example, significant personal
«  equality rights implications.
« legal rights
g . = . [continued...]
« religious rights
[continued...]
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[continued...]

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms promotes equal
treatment under the law (rule of law).

Aboriginal and treaty rights of Aboriginal (Indigenous) peoples
in Canada affirm and recognize collective rights (Section 25 of
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms).

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms recognizes
French and English as official languages of Canada.

Francophones and Anglophones in minority settings have
collective language education rights (Section 23 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedomes).

The right to publicly funded religious schools, such as Catholic
schools, was established and guaranteed in the British North
America Act and is affirmed by the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms (Section 29).

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

«  protects all Canadians

« applies to all levels of government

« can be used to challenge unjust policies and practices
«  can be used to advocate for societal change

There are reasonable limits to the rights and freedoms
described in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms to
protect others.

Diverse cultural communities continue to face discrimination
and racism in Canada.

Diverse communities in Canada continue to face discrimination,

for example,
« antisemitism
- Islamophobia

[continued...]

Compare and contrast
the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms to
comparable documents
in other countries.

Hypothesize new
responsibilities that
all Canadians should
undertake.

Hypothesize new
freedoms that all

Canadians should
enjoy.

Examine cultural
groups that experience
discrimination in
Canada.

'l Valley of the Birdtail:
An Indian Reserve, A White
Town, and the Road to
Reconciliation, by Andrew
Sniderman and Douglas
Sanderson, 2023.

El Justice for Aboriginal
Peoples -- It’s time

E He Can Fancy Dance -
Cindy Paul

@ Rupertsland Institute:
Land Scrip Lesson Plan
and Resources

@ Rupertsland Institute:
Métis Land Scrip in
Alberta Resources

E 8th Fire - Episode 3 -
Whose Land Is It Anyway?
Consider exploring actions
that could be taken to
change discrimination

and racism. For example,
becoming an ally in an
authentic, helpful way.

@ Guide to Allyship
Explore other key words,
such as anti-racism
training; diversity
training; etc.

Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs) are identified in these charts in bold. Educational authorities from different regions of Alberta may identify different ELOs,
based on their context. All outcomes in Alberta Education’s Program of Studies must be taught, but what is deemed essential may look different.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5DrXZUIinU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5DrXZUIinU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Whg_DrisN18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Whg_DrisN18
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UfZkFERWJRo_YtJh7vPf6bpiwd_xExgsjgnIYIzTtxQ/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UfZkFERWJRo_YtJh7vPf6bpiwd_xExgsjgnIYIzTtxQ/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UfZkFERWJRo_YtJh7vPf6bpiwd_xExgsjgnIYIzTtxQ/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/resources/metis-land-scrip-in-alberta/
https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/resources/metis-land-scrip-in-alberta/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROOyjGCxhys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROOyjGCxhys
https://guidetoallyship.com/
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GUIDING QUESTION
In what ways does civic participation support democratic societies?
LEARNING OUTCOME
Students examine civic participation in Canada.

In a democracy, citizenship carries the responsibility of civic Civic participation  Justify the role of @

participation. is foundational to  civic participationin a ® Project of Heart:

Ind ies individuals and d trate civi democracy and democracy. Teacher Guides and

n democracies, individuals and groups can demonstrate civic sustainability. Lesson Plans Use Project

partic'ipation by 'Fa‘king actions that influence change and PIan.p'roje.cts for civic of Heart as an example of

sustain communities. participation. a social justice project and

Actions of civic participation in Canada can be informal or develop a project around

formal. a topic such as residential

. ) o schools and Orange Shirt

Project planning can support change by providing steps for Day

action, for example, @

. identifying the issue and purpose % Orange Shirt Day/

. conducting research Residential Schools:

. setting goals Orange Shirt Day and

. considering costs and resources Beyond from Empowering

. deciding steps or procedures to complete the plan the Spirit

: complfating the plan @ Orange Shirt Day

«  reflecting on the outcome of the plan Society: For Teachers
@ Rupertsland Institute:
National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation
@ Empowering the
Spirit: The Kairos Blanket
Exercise
@.l The Blanket
Exercise: Teaching Tool for
Grades4to 12
E Justice for Aboriginal
Peoples -- It’s time
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https://projectofheart.ca/teacher-guideslesson-plans/
https://projectofheart.ca/teacher-guideslesson-plans/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/orange-shirt-day-and-beyond/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/orange-shirt-day-and-beyond/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/
https://orangeshirtday.org/reconciliation-hub/for-teachers/
https://orangeshirtday.org/reconciliation-hub/for-teachers/
https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/resources/national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation-2/
https://www.rupertsland.org/teaching-learning/resources/national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation-2/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/kairos-blanket-exercise/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/kairos-blanket-exercise/
https://empoweringthespirit.ca/kairos-blanket-exercise/
https://ied.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/112/2019/02/Blanket_Exercise_Standard_Edition.pdf
https://ied.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/112/2019/02/Blanket_Exercise_Standard_Edition.pdf
https://ied.sd61.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/112/2019/02/Blanket_Exercise_Standard_Edition.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5DrXZUIinU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5DrXZUIinU

